�Paganism and its rise in this The New Age���


Greetings Religious people of the world;��	You may not know me, and I may not know you. But, I'm here to tell you something. You may be Islamic, a Jew, or even a Christian, but you know that we are all -supposedly or not- entering a New Age. This New Age of the world has led some to openly embrace beliefs that have not been expressed for YEARS. Some are considered lost, most pagan, quite a few are magickal1 in nature, but all in some way completely differ from the established religions [above]. The thing that 90% of them have in common2 is that they follow a pantheistic theme for explaining why things are -either scientifically, magically, or in both ways.


	In case I've lost you, pantheism is a belief system usually religious -just in case I missed something- where there is more than one God (if male), Goddess (if female), or Deity (if unknown whether male, female, hermaphrodidic, or neuter -or if the Deity wishes it). There can be two or far past twenty. The number of deities would seem to be limited only by intelligence -or �
bravery- of the culture that gave birth to them. It is quite a demanding search, at best, to brings light to these at all.


	History shows us that the Catholic Church put many time honored religious systems in their shallow unmarked graves to the point where there are only memories of some. Most notable of these is Mithras. He is a God of Battle, and was considered a soldier by His followers. Worship of him was so punished that all historians have to go on is guesswork. Nothing survives of how to properly worship Him.


	And if it wasn't the Church who brought this one or that one down, then it was the Early Roman emperors with all their decrees, one of the most famous was Honorius in 399 (Anderson, P. & K. sect 5). Of course he didn't totally end it, but he was one of the last to put a ban on worship of any deity which was not the Christian GOD.


	Enough history. On to the now.


	The present rise in paganism is most likely due to faith. Or should I say its lack? Humanity seems to have less and less faith in things that prove inefficient or wasteful. The pagan religions give you many foci for your faith. They never promise anything except that you are more than likely going to be heard. Christianity's most likely rebuttal is that God is busy. To me the more faith and devotion I poured into Christianity these less I got out of it. Only by branching off has my life stabilized at all.


�
	In its beginnings Christianity coopted many pagan rituals and integrated them into itself. Don't believe me? Our lovely holiday of Christmas is so pagan as to make your flesh creep. Originally, it was known as the festival of the winter solstice. Christianity unable to stop people from practicing it adopted and adapted it by saying it was the day of Jesus' Birth. And that's only the tip of the icecap -too big to be just an iceberg, the legend of the holy grail is another but that would be a page in itself. As it once changed the old religions have revamped themselves allowing concessions and explanations. Paganism's adaption I think is best represented in Lisa Peschel's _A_Practical_Guide_to_The_Runes_. In it she helps the average Christian's nerves by saying:


"If you are a Christian, you can imagine Odin (A patron of rune magick) as Jehovah, since that is His status in the Norse Pantheon, and you can imagine Freya (another guardian of runic mysteries) to be that principle of light and growth which is embodied so beautifully in the bursting out of spring."


This is clearly a new beginning for the old ways.


	Of course there are other reasons for the rise in paganistic beliefs. One of these is a desire for change. Christianity, Islam, and Judaism haven't changed a lick in over five hundred years. The average convert's reason for changing is change, as I said. The Established religions [above] are so rigid that the more liberal a person is the less they like following them. When Christianity rose to power most pagans of their time looked on it like a new brother in the world of religion little realizing that when it grew up it would try to shot down its sibling religions with deadly accuracy. Then there's acceptance. �
One tiny difference could have you flitting from church to church trying to find a congregation willing to accept you while Wicca, the Norse beliefs, and even druidic followings don't care about status or wealth. They want you and your faith. If a poor Tejano -this is only an example- family of catholics wanted to go to a River Oaks church they probably wouldn't get in the door, but if they joined a group of rune magi they'd have no problem. Of course there's still the Sumerian beliefs which as written in the published form of the Necronomicon hold its practioners as defenders for when the Absu -nasties from another plane- return to reclaim everything for themselves (Simon intro).


	Myself, I follow a pantheistic form of Christianity. God is a the top followed by his... castellans the Elementals� (Angels who have controlled one particular element for so long as to be associated with it and its governing) followed by a throng of other deities (this is where even ancient Greek and countless other beliefs would fit in -of course with angels in the positions) to take up most every position left. Even to the point of multiplicity3. Each has their own follower likes and dislikes, but all exist -nothing is left out it's completely. You true Christians must be thinking that this is totally reprehensible. Well, why would I have been allowed to be born if God wasn't expecting my beliefs. I follow Air. If I ask Air for something, he asks God who is expecting Him, and tells Him yes or no. Air then �
passes along the verdict. It's that simple.


	Regardless of your beliefs -I've already told you mine- you must recognize these new friends for they are on the rise. We wouldn't like it if they pulled a "hostile takeover" like the Christians tried during the Crusades against the Islamics. So sit back, relax, and let your faith flow in the right direction -or the one you think best for faith is a package which can be handed around. Bye for now.


-Jason F. Long�Only known follower of�The Deity of Wind, Wishes, and What-Have-You�Elemental Titan of Air�As commanded by God to:�Marshal and Control the Winds �
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1 As distinct from magic- the work of illusionists. Magick is saying to a chair,"Come here," and it coming to you through sheer force of will, power granted by a Deity, et al.


2 Though if there are exceptions they should fit nicely into the tenth left out since they are not popular enough to be worldly known.


� Air/wind-control of self, air, and fate-, Water-controls tide,etc and death-, Earth-planatary forces and nature-, Fire-energy,fire,freedoms-, Crystal-controls both time and value "Things get better -more valuable- with age"-, Metal -technological advancement & metal-, and Spirit-regulates soul influx, output, and creation also leads forces against uprisings of evil -Satan wreaking havok, that sort of thing. Spirit sends along any who want to follow him onto God.


4 Example. There is a deity for wine, one for women (the more delighting aspects -pardon me ladies), and one for song, but there is also one for Wine, women, and song. Of course there is all so one for sex, drugs, and rock and roll, yet there is still all the ones in the easlier example as well. See? As I said lots of multiplicity.








